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History of the Church 


Helen Crafts 


HEN the members of a Presbyterian Church consider their history at 
a time of an anniversary, they see it in relation to some larger unit, or 
parent organization. While the work of Maumee Presbytery was being 

advanced in Northwestern Ohio, it was largely missionary in its nature. 

Itinerant ministers used trails through swamps and woods to reach remote, 

and small churches, for Presbyterians were seeking to be gathered into 

churches as Ohio was growing in population during the nineteenth century. 

It was to be expected that those in Pemberville wished to give proper bent 

and influence to the immediate locale. 

There had been a society of Presbyterians here from 1863 to 1878, when 
laymen sought the aid of Maumee Presbytery in establishing a church, since 
a place of worship, established by a United Brethren Society, was available 
on the corner of Perry and Pine Streets. Action was taken at a meeting of 
Presbytery in Napoleon, April 16, 1878 and recorded thus: 


“Rev. Perry C. Baldwin made a statement in relation to a 
proposed organization of a church at Pemberville, stating that 
a number of persons were ready to form a Presbyterian Church, 
and, that a church building was offered at a very low figure. 

“On motion, the Committee on Church Erection were auth- 
orized to recommend this church, when organized according to 
the Form and Discipline of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America to the Board of Church Erection for 
One Thousand Dollars.”’ 
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Rev. Baldwin was invited to preach and presided on the occasion, April 
21, when this was accomplished. After public worship and a few remarks 
on the importance of the step to be taken, the following persons, being 
present, signified their readiness to go into the proposed crganization. 


Marcene Hobart and his wife 
Lewis Forest and his wife 


Dr. R. J. Simon and his wife 
Henry Bruning and his wife 
Mrs. J. C..Scott 


Rev. Balwin pronounced and declared this “little flock” to be regularly 
constituted and established as the Pemberville Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Simon was unanimously chosen ruling elder and subsequently 
ordained. 


On Monday, April 22, according to the record at “two of the clock P.M. 
pursuant to public notice given to all persons whom it might concern” a 
number of persons assembled in this place of worship to elect a board of 
trustees. Marcene Hobart, Lewis Forest, Irvin Conser, George Bell, John 
Wight, and Albert Froney consented to take the trust committed to them. 


Rev. Baldwin continued to serve as missionary pastor, and on October 27, 
he, himself, recorded that he had closed a pleasant and in some respects 
a profitable meeting of several days which was the first sacramental meeting. 
Miss Mollie Balmer, the first person received by letter, came with recom= 
mendation from the United Brethren in Christ at Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


Miss Balmer became Mrs. Henry F. Bowlus; and, in June 1882 Mr. 
Bowlus, who had become one of the forty members, was elected elder 
along with Francis M. Boyer. In October Gustavus Helbing was added. 
Rev. James Quick, who had been moderator of the Presbytery when this 
church was organized, was serving as its first pastor with the aid of $200 
on his salary from the Home Mission Board. He had served with Dr. Simon, 
too, in 1880 when they were delegated to arrange for a meeting of Maumee 
Presbytery here, thus indicating how quickly this church took its place 
with those already established. 


In 1882 the parsonage was started and in the spring of 1883 was reported 
ready to be occupied by the minister and his family at the meeting of 
Presbytery. 


Signs of growth are indicated in the minutes of the session kept by Rev. 
Quick, acting as moderator and clerk until he closed his labors in Decembe: 
1884. Then, Mr. Bowlus became clerk and served with the exception of 
three years in the 1890’s until he passed away. It is he who has recorded 
the history of this church. . 
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An interesting way to tell the history of a church is through the minis- 
teries of its pastors; but, before this one is told in that way, it can be 
stated that this church was without a pastor for five years. 


Leaders of Presbytery were concerned over this lack of ministers and 
elected those serving regular charges, and, willing to go to others, to be Pres- 
bytery missionaries. Through the 1880’s Rev. Baldwin was still serving as 
such, and he and Rev. George A. Adams have their names recorded in the 
Sunday School records as visitors to encourage laymen carrying on the work 
of Christian teaching through Bible study. Accessions of members being 
added to the church roll were recorded from special services. 


During the summer of 1889 Rev. J. R. Tercy served as stated supply; and, 
in November the congregation employed Rev. George C. Gerlach to serve 
as such for five months. Decision was made in March 1890 to retain him. 
When he was installed, he was called to serve, likewise, in the DeVerna 
Church, now called the Dunbridge Church. Thus began an association of 
these two churches which has been maintained intermittently until the 
present time. 


Persons were still seeking to be gathered into congregations in near-by 
areas. Within the first year of his ministery, Rev. Gerlach, with Elders 
Boyer and Bowlus, met in the New Rochester Union Church to help effect 
a new organization. From December 16 to 28, this was accomplished with 
elders ordained, and those representing Pemberville withdrew. 


Forty five persons were added to the local church roll, bringing the 
total in 1891 to 98. At the conclusion of special services, with a morning 
communion, the evening was given over to a “special Thank Offering Ser- 
vice for the marvelous blessings the congregation had received” and $12 
was sent to the Home Mission Board. 


Rev. James A. Bartlett served as pastor from 1893-95 and Mr. A. J. 
Shontz was chosen as a fourth ruling elder. Membership remained constant, 
and trustees met with elders to make arrangements for repairs on the 
church building, and to consider officers for work in a growing Sunday 
School. 


In 1896 when Rev. W. H. Pheley accepted a call, he was ordained into 
the ministery, and installed. These services made an impression upon 
this congregation and “proved beneficial to the spiritual life of the church 
through the charges delivered to the minister and those worshiping here.” 
Mr. Charles S. Strong was ordained as the fifth elder in 1896 in an increas- 
ing membership which had as many as twenty seven entering into covenant 
with the church at one time from special services. 

By 1898 Rev. J. W. McGown was at work and the people entered into a 
special ten-day service which closed to bring forth this conclusion: ‘very 
helpful and fruitful by the Spirit of our Lord and Master presence with us 
by some renewing their obligations, and others starting for a better life.” 


~ Mr. C. S. Hobart was ordained as the sixth elder in 1899. 
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At the turn of the century 
the church roll was revised 
and showed ninety three ac- 
tive members. All must have 
felt the need of a new out- 
look for the life of the church 
in its fellowship and in the 
renovating of the house of 
worship. On January 8, 1900 
a congregational meeting was 
called and the architect’s 
plans for revamping the little 
New England-type church 
were accepted. Marcene 
Hobart was elected chairman 
of the finance committee and 
collector of funds. Rev. McGown, as moderator, appointed J. C. Bruning 
and H. F. Bowlus to serve with E, W. Pember, as chairman of the building 
committee. Trustees were to procure the use of the town hall curing the 
time of remodeling. Men of the church started digging and a lower floor was 
added for classrooms, kitchen, and a furnace room. 


A vocalion had been installed by May 27 when the church was re-opered 
for divine services and re-dedicated to the Lord. Rev. McGcwn was assisted 
by Rev. DeWitt Long of Columbus, Ohio in the morning; by Rev. H. P. 
Osborn of the local Methodist Church and Rev. Neil Furgeson of the Scotch 
Ridge United Presbyterian Church in the evening. 


A beautiful cathedral, art glass window was placed in the south wall 
where the doors had previously opened—yes, opened to that man of God 
and founder of this church, Rev. Perry C. Baldwin to whom it was dedi- 
cated. Other windows were replaced with art glass for memorials. There 
was a vestibule. with a bell tower at the corner, and the original doors were 
replaced.in the new frame. Within, the walls were a soft green to 
harmonize with the new green carpet. Bench-like seats had been replaced 
with beautifully grained oak pews circling the pulpit on the west side, but 
the three original pulpit chairs and desk remained as they do today—stately 
and sound. 


Rev. J. E. Andrews followed in March 1901. In September Maumee 
Presbytery met here and resolutions thanking the entertaining church were 
a bit profuse. These recognized the liberality of this congregation in opening 
their “commodious temple of worship as well as their comfortable home for 
the convenience of the delegates,’ who then used two days for their 
meetings, These also expressed a desire for ‘“heaven’s richest blessing to 
crown the efforts of this church in grappling with the opportunities and 
privileges of extending the cause of Christ in their thriving and enterprising 
town.” 

An honor was extended to this church when Mr. H. F. Bowlus was 
elected a lay representative to General Assembly in 1902. 

Rev. Andrews passed away in the second year of his pastorate, and, after 
the funeral services, the elders met with Rev. E, E. Rogers of the Bowling 
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Green Church to outline plans for the future. 


Rev. E. W. Behner followed in 1903 and Mr. Harrison Hill was chosen 
for the seventh elder. 

By 1905 a membership of one hundred forty two was reported. An out- 
reach of lay members was started at that time that was to last in some 
-aspects until 1920. A Sunday School was opened at Woodside in the after- 
noon, first in a “little red school house” and later in a frame building. Men 
and women who acted as superintendent, teachers, and organists, gave 
an opportunity to many living there to have religious training while a saw- 
mill was in operation in a densely wooded area of Wood County. 

When Rev. Samuel Huecker followed in his ministery in 1907, he 
helped promote this undertaking and preached there in 1908 in special 
evangelistic services which brought sixteen members into the Pemberville 
church on profession of faith. 

In 1911 Rev. Huecker was appointed to grant letters to all desiring them 
when the congregation asked Maumee Presbytery to disband the church at 
New Rochester. These people thought of the mission at Woodside in 
disposing of their church furnishings and requested that what could be used 
there be given, The bell, however, was brought here through the generosity 
of Mrs. H. E. Ward. 

Rev. Huecker who had been active in the Presbytery on Sunday School 
and Home Mission Committees, as well as moderator, brought the member- 
ship of this church slightly over two hundred for a few years before the 
close of his pastorate in 1918, the longest of all. One of these members, Carey 
Hoyman, made the supreme sacrifice in giving his life for his country in 
World War I while he was with the Expeditionary Forces in France. 

With the increase in membership came a succession of elders. Mr. C. 
L. Moore was ordained in 1911; Mr. A. D. Reese and Mr. B. R. Wice in 1912; 
Mr. C. R. Williams and Mr. J. D. Kurtz in 1918. 

Concurrent with the New Era movement in 1919, Rev. B. J. Reemstma—a 
young man trained-for the mission field—began his four year ministery 
here when this church was recognized for its benevolent giving. Mr. C. S. 
Hobart addressed Maumee Presbytery on the meeting held in New York 
City and this congregation gladly assumed its apportionment of $3,000 which 
exceeded its local budget. Mr. Hobart attended the General Assembly as 
a lay representative in 1920, the year that Maumee and Huron Presbyteries 
united to form Toledo Presbytery. Rev. Reemstma served as its temporary, 
and first stated clerk. Later he was moderator. 

The membership reached the highest of all years in 1922 with 22). 0p 
the church roll. 

Session records show during this time that there was a hope for some 
young man to dedicate himself to the ministery. Could it not have been 
a result of this influence that sent the Misses Dorothy Bowlus and Ruth 
Reese to Puerto Rico as a teacher and a nurse for the National Mission 
Board in the 1920’s? Miss Etta Ward also volunteered for summer work 
among the mountaineers of Tennessee just then. 

Leaders did not forget the young people in this church either. Need 
was felt for a new organ soon after Rev. David Deen became pastor. En- 
couraged by Mrs. Frank Spitzer, choir director, and Mr. Bowlus who remind- 
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ed the people that half the present number of church members had under- 
written the remodeling of the church at an estimated cost of $5,000, Dr. C. 
C. Greiner solicited the funds for the pipe organ. It was dedicated December 
30, 1924. 


Mrs. J. S. Hoyman, at first, Mrs. Lee Hobart, since, with Mrs. Erle 
Alexander a faithful substitute, have kept beautiful organ music flowing 
for worship service, and, have strengthened congregational singing. 


In 1927 Rev. Deen represented Toledo Presbytery in General Assembly. 
Mr. Samuel Sloan was elected to serve in the eldership this same year. 

It seemed most appropriate, finally, that one who had been a missionary 
should be called to minister here. Such had been the experience of Rev. 
Thomas Penn Ullom who had served the National Mission Board as a 
teacher for the Indians in the Southwest. Through his pastorate from 1930 
to 1940, the second longest, this congregation weathered the unfortunate 
economic conditions. By 1937 under the efficient leadership of Mr. Fred 
Burnham, then chairman of the Board of Trustees, $1,000 in cash was 
raised, clearing this church (for the first time in its history) of all indebted- 
ness. Part of this fund was used to redecorate the sanctuary. Rev. Ullom 
recognized that this achievement was the result of the fine spirit of the 
people. He commended them highly in their accepting the new goals set 
in Opportunity Year by the Snyod of Ohio for 1940. Another elder, Mr. 
Harry Crawford, was chosen in 1937, and Mr. Fred Burnham, in 1940. 

Rev. Alum Jones arrived in 1941, a young man full of the vigor and en- 
thusiasm of a recent graduate of Yale Seminary. Those who knew him recall 
his reputation as a pulpiteer with the eloquence of an orator. It seems fitting 
that the oval pulpit should have been enlarged during his ministery, and 
a reading desk, given in memory of Dr. C. C. Greiner by his family, added 
to the pulpit furnishings. Mr. Lee Hobart, Mr. Erle Alexander and Mr. H. 
H. Wagner were serving as elders by this time. 

Rev. John Dirksen followed in 1943; and, through a few years of ration- 
ing and restrictions in World War II this congregation looked forward to 
improving the lower floor of the church building from savings. Among those 
from this congregation in the armed services, two young men gave their 
lives for their country this time: namely, Melvin Grover and Warren 
Hohlfelder. 

In 1945 Henry Clink became an elder and in 1946 Ray Drake and H. M. 
Bowlus were added. 

It happened soon, thereafter, that another member passed away sud- 
denly—one Fred Burnham—and this church became his benefactor through a 
bequest. With funds thus added to accumulated sums, those who were 
trustees in 1947 deemed it advisable to build a room as well as revamp 
the first floor. Patrons of Mr. Burnham on the Rural Route which he had 
long served, even on the morning of his death, so over subscribed to the 
flower fund for his funeral that money was given to the church fora 
memorial. With this, panels were later placed around the choir loft. 

The congregation accepted willingly and gave generously approximately 
$2,000 for the Restoration Fund that the Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A. 
solicited for war-torn countries after World War II. 

When Rev. Dirksen was released from his pastoral duties. Dr; J. J. 
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Wilson, recently retired from the Presbyterian Church in Fostoria, and 
living there, drove here each Sunday morning and held this congregation 
together for a year. With Olymphic calm that comes from a life dedicated 
to the service of the Christian ministery, he not only preached, but gave 
assurance to the people that he was as near to them and their needs as the 
nearest telephone-—-he was indeed a pastor. He also moderated the call for 
Rev. Homer A. Neff who began his pastorate in January 1950. 

Meanwhile the members of the congregation had decided to recarpet and 
redecorate the sanctuary after the exterior had been shingled and reroofed. 
A matching dckal curtain was hung behind the pulpit chairs after they 
were refinished and re-upholstered. The manse was also made a more satis- 
factory dwelling place for the minister and his family. 

Rev. Neff'has been tireless in his efforts to advance the work of this 
church in this community, and the membership is rising toward the two 
hundred mark again. “Family Night” has been restored and a closer fellow- 
ship revived by breaking bread together in co-operative meals. 

In 1952, one year after he became an elder, Mr. L. Burge Smith was 
elected by Toledo Presbytery to be a lay representative at General Assembly. 

This same year, the church began to look forward to the celebration of 
the seventy fifth anniversary of its foundation, and, with a feeling of cer- 
tainty that it might round out a century of organization with some continuity 
among descendants of its founders in the membership. When Kathryn 
Margurite Wheeler was presented by her parents for the sacrament of bap- 
tism in March, she represented the fifth generation in the Marcene Hobart 
family associated with this church. At the reception of members during the 

re-Easter communion service Carolyn Sue, and Thomas Eugene Alexander, 


p 
Decent ooreat grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Forest were received into 


the church upon confession of their faith. Several of the fourth generation 
in these two families are already members of the church and active or 
potential leaders. 

In 1951 when the National Building Fund was apportioned to the various 
churches of Toledo Presbytery, this church undertook to do its share 
through the lay leadership of Ted Bowlus in full understanding of such an 
undertaking from its own experience. 

The Pemberville Presbyterian Church has had a satisfactory complement 
of auxiliary organizations. 

Although the recommendationg of ministers in earlier days was not 
to neglect Divine worship or to substitute the attendance at Sunday School 
frer this essential duty for those who chose to become members of the 
church, nevertheless the Sunday Schools did receive the blessings of 
Maumee Presbytery. 

The founders and early members of this church gave evidence from 
available records starting in 1883 and ending in 1900 that it was the ever- 
increasing enrollment in Sunday School which made the original one-room 
church too limited for class organizations. To cope with this situation nec- 
essitated enlarging their quarters in 1900. 

To read the meticulously-kept records from Sunday to Sunday shows 
a steadfastness on the part of the membership that helped to keep this 
church supported by employing a sexton in the fall to open the church for 
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Sunday School and prayer meetings, Endeavor and revivals for six months 
at $18, the ensuing six for $15; and by paying for the orders of cord wood 
which included the cutting and delivery of same to the amount of $6. 

The “recapitulation” of the finances at the end of each quarter (small as 
they may seem today) shows. that businessmen gave time to their chur:h 
at first, and let younger people follow well-set examples of being “faithiul 
over a few things” that they might, “become rulers over many.” 

This church has been in the foreground of developing trends in fcllowing 
through when Presbytery has made recommendations—such as the one 
for observance of Children’s Day in June in the 1880’s. 

May the readers of this history of the church be just a bit indulgent in 


recognition of the sentiment expressed in those days in applying names 


to the various classes. Some were “Lambs of the Flock” for the infants, 
‘Buds of Promise” for the beginners, and “Little Knights’ for those boys 
old enough to be segregated. Of course there was a “Banrer Class” as wel 
as Bible Classes for men and women. 

The way the first minister’s family entered into all responsibilities at- 
tendant to a well-regulated Sunday School shows that beautiful and 
harmonious association of ministerial relations with the lay members in the 
beginning of the church work. Mrs. Quick and the daughters taught classes 
from time to time and served as organist or secretary as the need arose. 

In the 1890’s when Sunday School Conventions were in vogue, Mrs. 
Gerlach, the pastor’s wife, was sent to such a meeting in the Lima Presbytery. 
Later lay leaders and teachers such as Mr, C. S. Hobart and Mrs. H. E. 
Ward took their places as delegates and officers in county and district Sun- 
day School organizations. 

There are several who recall Mrs. Pheley, a good musician, playizrg the 
first little reed organ. 

Mr. Marcene Hobart with the assistance of several business men in the 
village, as they came and went, carried on the work of the Sunday School 
through those early years. His eldest son, C. S. or Clayt, as he was familiarly 
known, was first chosen as superintendent in 1899, and some leaders today 
recall that they grew up in the tenets of the Faith under his tutelage and 
enthusiastic leading of their singing “Onward,Christian Soldiers.” 

In the reading of those early reports there is a veritable record of the 
courses of study for Bible lessons as supplied by the Presbyterian Board of 
Publications, again showing that the leaders have followed trends in 
meeting the needs of those attending until the present day use of the “New 
Curriculum.” 

There are references from time to time that the women of this church 
gave freely in their financial support of the budget through a Ladies’ Aid or 
a Guild; but, most of their contributions were made through adult Sunday 
School classes. The Ladies’ Bible Class did much in adding those little 
touches of nicety to the place of worship, such as furnishing the linen for 
the communion table and keeping it “white as snow.” 

When the enrollment of this group reached thirty-some members, a 
Young Ladies’ Bible Class was organized in 1924 and efforts were made to 
enroll more adults for Sunday School. By 1925 these women chose the 
name Philathea—that well-known inter-denominational term for women 
seeking the truth. Composed of capable women who saw opportunities to 
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serve both within and without the church, they assumed many charitable 
duties. When Miss Dorothy Bowlus reported the plight of the people in 
Puerto Rico from a tropical storm, this class came to the rescue with 
several boxes of clothing in a spirit of loyalty to one of their own and in 
sympathy for her pupils. 

For a quarter of a century this class was subject to call for service to 
the church. Two names, those of Mrs. F. W. Seibert and Mrs. C, C. Greiner, 
are inseparable from it as teachers, just as those of Mr. Marcene Hobart 
and Miss Anna Gerding are from the original Adult Bible Classes. The 
name of Mrs, George Haynes is there, too, as the keeper of the records of its 
accomplishments including the ““Home Department.” 

As class separations were made from time to time, the men formed a 
Brotherhood when the movement for this kind of organization was being 
advanced within the first decade of the 20th century. It served its purpose 
both as a Sunday School class and a men’s club with inspirational speakers 
on contemporary issues. It saw two world wars and in the second it united 
with men of the local Methodist circuit which included the churches in 
Luckey and Stony Ridge. Men from the Dunbridge Presbyterian Church 
also attended the meetings. Times changed rapidly and interests grew div- 
ersified, but one pet project was retained when the group disbanded in 1951. 

At Christmas any man in these local churches previously associated 
with the Brotherhood still has the opportunity afforded him to draw the 


~ name of a boy or girl in the Wood County Welfare Home for whom he can 


bring the Spirit of Christmas just a little nearer by his gifts to that young 
person. 

Another pleasant association of this church with the local Methodist 
Church has come through the combined Daily Vacation Bible School for 
two weeks each summer, Started by Mrs. H. E. Ward in the 1920’s, it has 
gained in interest and attendance as the years have gone by. 

In the 1940’s a class was formed for men and their wives, known as the 
Win-a-couple Class. Rather soon it made an adjustment in its membership by 
recognizing that there were “spares” as well as “pairs’’ available and renam- 
ed itself the Friendship class. It has risen nobly to the support of the 
church and its Hunters’ Round-Up Dinner in November has become an 
institution in one of the game reserve areas of Wood County. 

There has been a social life maintained within the Sunday School from 
the earlier hay rides, bob-sled parties, and excursions to Belle Isle, to 
the present class parties. 

The Junior Department has recognized church calendar days for observa- 
tion in parties and programs, and their training has made the Sunday 
School a feeder for church membership from the youth of this congregation. 

Although there is no exact date available for the establishing of a 
Christian Endeavor it was mentioned in 1890. For some time there was no 
division between the junior and senior group, When young people were 
received into full membership of the church they associated themselves 
with the older age group—married and single—interested in the programs 
offered by this affiliation. Members availed themselves of opportunities to 
attend the great conventions, such as the International Conclave in 1899 in 
Detroit, and also in Washington, D.C. 

In the early 1920’s there was a Junior C. E. but mission groups, such as 
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Light Bearers, Sunshine Band, Friendship Circle cf the Guild, and Tri-C 
Pioneers were formed, possibly because of the interest of women in this 
- church in supporting the great missionary movements in the Presbyterian 
Church of the U.S.A, Reports of all these groups at congregational meetings 
from 1920-1940 show that they studied about national and foreign stations 
and gave to their support. 

This church, as it was affected by economic conditions by 1930, had to 
curtail the program for youth in light of the times. For a few years no young 
people were sent to conference at Wooster as they had been in the 1920’s. 
By 1935, however, the members of the congregation rallied to the support of 
this important work and gave a summer festival that cleared sufficient 
funds to send five. Two were sent again in 1937, and from 1940 to the 
present time representatives have been sent to conferences on the Biuffton 
College Campus regularly. Since 1945 Junior Hi boys and girls have been 
given an opportunity to attend camp corference at Yukita. 

Experiments were made during these years in the Young People’s So- 
ciety that took a direction toward Westminster Fellowship. In the fall of 
1950 the leaders had settled for the program based upon the commissions 
as recommended by the Synod of Ohio. The plan for the Youth Budget was 
adopted and set up by Mrs. Melvin Reed, an advisor, in 1951 when the 
young people were underway ina stable organization. The Mesdames Walter 
Eisenhour and Ray Drake, and the Misses Helen Mae Hiser and Miriam 
Hobert have also been advisors, 

Just as the history of the Pemberville Presbyterian Church is closely 
linked with the progress of the Maumee and Toledo Presbyteries, so, too, is 
the history of its Women’s Missionary Society. Pemberville was first men- 
tioned in the minutes of Maumee Presbyterial for April 16, 1884. This, in- 
deed, can be considered a fitting tribute for Mrs. James Quick, the wife 
of the first pastor here, and those pioneer women in this church who took 
the Divine command literally to “go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel,” or if not in person to feel it a duty to help those who do go. Mrs. 
Quick had been one of the founders of Maumee Presbyterial in 1876 which 
united with Huron, founded in 1778, to form Toledo Presbyterial likewise 
in 1920. 

With this kind of foundation there came to be a backlog of support laid 
down by the women that paralleled the belief in a mission on the part of 
this church from its beginning and thus far in its history. 

Interest in, and dedication to the missionary zeal within this church 
finally led to recognition of Pemberville women in Toledo Presbyterial in 
the 1930’s. Mrs. C. C. Greiner was a vice-president; Mrs. H. M. Bowlus. 
secretary of associate membership. Mrs. H. D. Zimmerman served as pres- 
ident of the Bowling Green District of Toledo Presbyterial. Mrs. C. A. Fehr 
was so well acquainted with the women that she served on the nominating 
committee. 

These years and the early 1940’s were also enriched by the presence of 
Miss Dorothy Bowlus who was in her home during those declining years of 
her father’s life. She served as president of the local society alang with the 
Mesdames C. C. Greiner, H. M. Bowlus, and W. L. Jones. 

Miss Bowlus attended Synodical meetings and reported them to the 
membership, Patty Robles, a Puerto Rican girl entrusted to the care of 


C12. 


mt eee 


intr bits. shins ert Yo shri. opebmors% syed ammiete 2 arsvoo tell 
nidd 0) HOMOW: 20 deorsst va TO weRB|Ee, selelinwog, .,hisxere saw amsartolt 
craiatv.daet4 : odhct a)norievert,: wi Woiediir . a th tomato 
amicits pets lnnabhauetanos te ater aaeel “Boas tonite AAU 90 Yo AoaitD 
“ftoitniy upieagn Bon, lanoiren iia Rema, betud bred? veorts WOOT -OR OL cere? 
dogquy tiectt of ovey bas 
of Gol ORME ed anoirtbrig ninrdiage ah! baoeathe aed eq cits aT 
BaNOY, otn eRe Woke 107, BCE? : ott to tQih Rive cot tiergory ork! Natit 
eOS@S ol! ot nad. Darl woud Apiapteoot 4e-89rteag} 109 oO} dutex si9w siqoeq 
to sroqggive od? ot beifiss othage tytn od} Io migdanare ght syevowor aeal 
iagtotitee hataets. tmnt Inviseat. Aericns. ova bose ayew lashoanl - 
ontt ot OMIT mor hos P8Ob- al aibgn, Mig eraw owT avi bree of ahmol 
noon ont go coousettas et tnge ood nant oviteteasige1 omit tddabag 
need eva eiviy fin ead 1 goles @2@l state xtretiget euqmeD agellod 
Ste tn goaetet ws Gopiz base of utinutioaqe fn caviy 
-08 2'siqood yriseY oil ni e789" saacl! ghhinb vbom stew etoominoged 
to [fst arth al igidewolise® rateniaries W Direweis cobtueetf 8 Hoot tad! yets . 
anoizeimrnes att gu, baend merantg. otf dor. boltte2 bed aiohsel eft 028! 
ZBY/ JORouH AiwoY oft sot nohy edT off) boaye sift yd bobreannone: 2% . 
od}. ngivs: 168i oi oaths te bes nivel .21M vd ai jot. bas belqohs hi 
1aileW asmebeN oT ot aSieNy 10 yidndaoa) nt Yn wisbenarow siquadq Brow . 
fnerHiht, be weil 46M eee cmtenael ont hein sett veh baa avortwoell 
\etozivbe niged oats eved tredofi 
wisegoks ab dondkD ccinaiitaal atti vocation ary lo yrodeid add es tet 
at 00! .o2 ,29irorydesrTd obsloT bos somal ont to aegigoty ori dtiw bedtotl 
~ert jah aaw ollivrsdeitel gtetce? CERO, 2 e'comoW ati lo eroteid aft 
ft int >and Ot fingA sot LsitetydesiT opttdal to 2otuaten ond i bamolt 
stiw sdf niu’ somal | 2h Ot stdin Rat 6 bayshienes od aso .bseb 
Hoot ety dowdo abt nl moro apertoixy seorkt bas teri totesq fea of fo ) i. 
aq} dossuq bus. bhwow silt ie otmt og” od y¥lisrotil baeaeos sniviG oft | 
2M .o% ob ow saorit glad ot, thu. 6 ti lesst of mogiog dito iw “foqaod  . ; ai 
dottiwe 878i at inhetedeart sony to 2xobma6l, act to eno 198d bed Asiv®.. i 
saiwodil (ciwrgdeei adinaal sl a cit ciaihiai oom dtiw buticast ‘ad 
OSU ni hotels eS oe 
bial trogaKe 10. mobic % Od ob emia9 ere tiabtedbeetsa) to hell aie fai ae 
lo treq edt ao coxieeion a ai Topbed oh) beloliwmg: tant comow godt ed rewob a 
tote att Paes bite gttiemiged att cortt domuses wield 
Agtuds ait aidtive feos | oan it is Peg boa .ai Jegtesal 
ai faltpixcaerd obvloT at rom madicers > nditiMRoeT Of bat ylineh 
aulwodk dH 24M. jtabie 2 9 21M 2'0tet edt 


~29%q ew i vine M900 otgivovee Yo “Cistewer | 
idsT A.D ah isert) gn! woe orlt Yo trebi 
weedpmeteeniaer. oat) AT w odd sttiv botsiaupon flow of aaw 

ie a - Ne eee i : 
to sions, att ut bortnes ana shee . odt baewinoy seoth 
pi yr i gre inseaia aihae'e gual: ue oe orive ablwnd —dio10G eit 


: ‘ 
ae a. th. ys ae 
‘ eare Repay oe 


| 


Miss Bowlus for an education in Pemberville High School spoke on her 
rative country. So, too, did Miss Julia Irzarry, a former student who became 
a teacher and visited here when she came to U. S. as a commissioner to 
General Assembly. 

Several covered-dish luncheons for members and their families, and guest 
day luncheons were arranged during these years when Synodical and 
Presbyterial officers, and returned missionaries spoke. Mrs. Dudley Hemley 
and Mrs. Edna Crissman came when they were president. It all seemed to 
take on an international flavor as Mrs, A. R. Siebens, wife of the pastor 
in Bowling Green, came first, admitting her French Huguenot ancestory, as 
she gave a comprehensive report on French Protestant Missions. 

Then came Dr. Harry J. Sarkiss of Findlay College who took his hearers 
on a trip to Turkey where he had lived as an Armenian youth. 

In 1936 Miss Siville Sinhavetra of Siam spoke on her work in a native 
hospital where she returned after receiving her M. A. from the University 
of Michigan. Also in 1937 Rev. and Mrs. Metz of Larimer High School on 
Edisto Island, S. Car. came here following their attendance at General 
Assembly in Columbus. For 15 years this Missionary Society kept in con- 
tact with these devoted people and remembered them with charitable gifts 
as well as financial support. In 1938 Mr. and Mrs. Sam Higginbottom were 
here and spoke respectively of their work among the lepers, and in the 
agricultural development of India to 160 members and guests. 

Mrs. Zimmer, wife of the pastor of the Gibsonburg Evangelical Church, 
had been with her husband as a missionary in China, and she brought that 
field just a little nearer to the understanding of the women in 1940. 

In 1944 Mrs. H. M. Bowlus was again called to serve as president of the 
local society. This she did for six years faithfully and became the first 
president of the church-wide Service Guild organization in 1950. 

This same year, seemingly, a wider scope and outreach in Presbyterian 
Women’s Organizations was started following the meeting of the National 
Council at Ocean Grove. When Toledo Presbyterial made efforts to comply 
with the four-year program set up there, the women of the Pemberville 
Church rallied to calls made in goals for 1951. After the request came to 
have women who had never attended a Presbyterial meeting do so, Mrs. 
Neff, the pastor’s wife, and Mrs. Erle Alexander, then president of the Guild 
in its third year of organization, succeeded in interesting twenty three 
women—ten of whom had never attended—to go to the Presbyterial meet- 
ing in Norwalk in the spring of 1952. In the summer of 1952, through the 
efforts of the Guild, Mrs. Walter Born, president of the Women’s Missionary 
Society, attended Synodical at Wooster. Mrs. Richard Cook attended the 
Wooster Summer Leadership Training School conducted by the Board of 
Christian Education. 

Following through with this outreach within the church, and having 
heard the stimulating reports on these meetings, the women expressed a 
desire to keep in the foreground of Presbyterianism and try to form an 
association as recommended by the National Council. Experience had been 
gained by working in circles representing cross sections of all women in 
the church and 1952 closed with well-formulated plans for the Association. 

One of the constructive ideas Rev. Neff brought to this church in having 
November Thank Offering opened to all by inviting a missionary to occupy 
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James Ridgely Palmer Huffman Jack Eisenhour Ted Howard James Dewyre 


Bonnie Cook Elizabeth Bowlus Nancy Hobart Karen Dewyre 
Ida Hobart, Organist Miriam Hobart Helen Hiser Rita Hiser Karol Dewyre 
Stanley Huffman, Charlotte Hiser Annette Eisenhour. Florence Hiser Evelyn Cobb 
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Not in the picture—Wilbur Smith, Belva Smith, Joe Malloch 
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the pulpit on Sunday morning revived the interest in giving to missions. 
The members of the church had a family dinner at one o’clock after which 
the guest spoke informally about his work and answered questions to help 
acquaint the people of this church with missionary projects. 

History according to many who write it and likewise to many who read 
it becomes a record of the lives of mar, and women, who have shaped the 
destinies of their fellowmen. The real church, of course is its membership, 
but those members have a church home, Mary an individual has given his 
time and talents to support the work of the church in all its aspects. Those 
“little unremembered deeds of kindress” have been legion. Many names 
are unrecorded. One, however, that of Mr. George Haynes has occurred 
repeatedly whenever this Christian fellowship made improvements for 
modernizing their house of worship and the manse as public utilities were 
added in the village. 

Whenever any need arises—as one did for an English speaking mission 
at the Forks of the Portage River—men rise to give direction to it. By 1877 
when citizens awoke to the fact that free lands were no longer available 
for a continual western movement, men began to find ways to maintain 
permanent homes in already settled areas. Business was established; banks 
were organized. Selecting strategic locations for churches was not always 
possible, but, when a group of Christians was found a church was organized. 
Many locations became impractical and were disbanded. 

Pemberville has been favored in retaining its organization founded by 
capable leaders, who took the initiative, and followers, able to accept re- 
sponsibility to carry on. 

The challenge remains for others to meet new situations for this church 
firmly fixed in history. Its destiny is now in the hands of the membership 
of the present generation. May its hundredth year show that it continued 
to be an ever-increasing blessing to this community. 


. The faithfulness of the young people in supporting a few more 
mature singers in the choir has been mentioned innumerable times in 
expressions of appreciation in the minutes of congregational meetings. 
They have been toasted at dinners given in their honor, their direct- 
ors and the organist. 

When this church celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 1928 the 
so-called “old choir” reassembled itself and furnished the special 
anthem for the morning worship service. 

Members of the choir have worn robes since 1933 and have added 
a quiet dignity in promoting the spirit of worship and praise which is 
an essential part of the church service. 

Mr, Stanley Huffman, a former music teacher, has been director 
since 1948 and has maintained a noticeably high standard of directing 
the present choir. 

Voices of the choir and congregation are lifted together in singing 
majestic hymns which are the heritage of the Presbyterian Church 
and express the belief and hope for all who sing— 


“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!” 


“God of the past, our times are in Thy hand; 
With us abide. 


Lead us by faith to hope’s true Promised Land; 
Be Thou our guide. 


With Thee to bless, the darkness shines as light, 
and faith’s fair vision changes into sight.” 
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Church Directory 


SESSION 


Rev. Homer A. Neff, Moderator 
L. Burge Smith, Clerk 
Erle Alexander 
H. M. Bowlus 
Ray Drake 
Lee Hobart 
H. H. Wagner 


TRUSTEES 


Dale Hiser, Chairman 
Mrs. Leon Bockbrader, Clerk 
Mrs. H. H. Wagner 
Roy Rogers 
Roy Murdock 
Delmus Cobb 
Clarence Hiser 


WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 


Mrs. Ray Drake, President 
Mrs. Walter Born, Vice President 
Mrs, Ted Bowlus, Secretary 
Mrs. Roy Rogers, Treasurer 
Mrs. Richard Cook, Program Chairman 
Mrs. Walter Eisenhour, World Service Chairman — 
Mrs. H. A. Neff, Fellowship Chairman 


WESTMINSTER FELLOWSHIP 


Annette Eisenhour, President 
Karol Dewyre, Vice President 
Charlotte Hiser, Secretary-Treasurer 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Dale Hiser, Superintendent 
Ted Bowlus, Assistant 
Herman Hiser, Secretary 
Helen Mae Hiser, Treasurer 
Mrs. Leon Bockbrader, Supt. of Junior Dept. 
Mrs. W. L. Jones, Pres. of Philathea Class 
Lee Hobart, Pres. of Brother Class 
Roy Murdock, Pres. of Friendship Class 
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